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Apr. 3, 1941, Shanghai via Siberia to Amsterdam, Holland (international surface letter rate 50¢, first 20 g +
registered fee 50¢). Both the 20¢ Peking and Hong Kong prints are on this cover — an unusual occurrence.
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Perfin. Y.T.T.

Yee Tsoong Tobacco
(British American Tobacco Co.)
Transfer Variety
Dot in UL Box
Position 14/25
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Vertical Pair
Imperf. Between
Group 3
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Double Perf in Margin
Group 3

Transfer Variety
Faded ‘2’ in LL Box
Position 6/25
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Constant Plate Variety
Crack in TL Column
Position 118/200

Transfer Variety
Dot in UL Box
Position 14/25 (center cliché)



This value was intended to be used as a single stamp franking fee for registered domestic letters (8¢
postage plus 13¢ registry fee) in effect from September 20, 1940. Subsequent postal rate changes made the
value practically obsolete after a relatively short period of usage. A unique element of this design is the
radicals of the ‘Chen’ character, which were not altered from the original Peking dies: the secret mark of
the Commercial Press does not appear on this issue.
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July 4, 1942, Chengtu to Chungking, overpaid Domestic Airmail
(ordinary letter rate 16¢ plus air surtax 25¢ overpaid 1¢)

Perforation Variety =~ Perforation Variety = Perforation Variety = Perforation Variety
12x12 122 x 12Y 12%x 13 13x13



Used to pay the registry-express service fee on mail to Macao and Hong Kong. After November 1941 it
was also used to satisfy the registration fee for domestic mail.
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Dec. 6, 1942, Lanchow (Kaolan) via Chungking Dec. 14, Airmail censor to USA

The Pacific War abruptly terminated commercial flights (Pan American Airlines (PAA) Foreign Air Mail
Routes (FAM)) that carried mail from Hong Kong to San Francisco. This cover is not marked by a specific
carrier, but the rate strongly suggests it traveled via FAM, or another of the foreign airline carriers
established to continue mail service from China to the rest of the world.

The $11.75 postage includes a combined international surface rate and full air rate to the USA. There was
much confusion in air routes and rates during this period of transition; postage applied to letters was
frequently wrong. This cover shows no Chinese airport transit postmark which might suggest it was carried
by postal personnel through war zones already fallen to Japanese forces. No postmarks appear on the back
of the envelope which further complicates defining the actual route. It may always remain a mystery.



Imperf. Bottom Margin
Inspector’s Mark on back Selvage
Group 5

Perforation Variety = Perforation Variety = Perforation Variety
12Y2x 12 12Y2 x 12Y2 12%x 13

Perforation Variety =~ Perforation Variety
13x13 132 x 13%




Transfer Variety
Dot in LR Corner of UR Box
Position 8/25 (center cliché)

Transfer Variety
Tiny Spots in UR Corner of UL Box
Position 11/25 (center cliché)




Intended for franking domestic registered express letters combining the 8¢ and the 20¢ fee into one stamp. As both
postage rates and service fees increased after November 1, 1941, this value was soon obsolete and found little use

after that time.

Watermarked
Normal
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Perforation Variety
12Y2 x 12Y2

June 12, 1941, Wuhu, Domestic Registered to Pengpu

Perforation Variety
12%2x 13
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Perforation Variety
13x13



This value became the scarcest in terms of number produced. Some usage was applied to
airmail postage. Used supplies are small, which explains the short print production, one that met
philatelic demands instead of postal necessity. The stamp’s color was not a logical choice,
because the 15¢ Hong Kong print applied the same design and approximately the same color.

Group 3 Watermarked
Normal



Watermarked
Vertical Pair, Imperf. Between

Transfer Variety Pre-printing
Dot in LR Value Box Paper Fold
(Ink Smear Top Margin) Diagonal Line

Position 1/25 Along RS

Victoria, Canada
Paquebot



Although the exact issue dates are unknown, it is believed this stamp appeared from
December 1940 through February 1941. It was not produced to meet any immediate need.
However, in November 1941, the fee for express registration on local and domestic mail reached
40¢, which validated its useful application.

Group 3 Watermarked Watermarked Group 5
Normal Reverse

Transfer Variety - ) Plate Variety
Outside Bottom Frame in Double Perf. in Margin Broker} Frame LL Box
UL Box Open at Left Group 3 Position 164/200

Position 19/25



