
Franklin Delano Roosevelt  

Destined to be 

Americaôs # 1 Stamp Collector 



Warren Delano II 

 FDRôs maternal grandfather 

Retired in 1846 at age 37 

having become a 

millionaire working as a 

trader while living in 

Canton, China. 

 

Lost his fortune in the 

economic crash of 1857 



Moved to Hong Kong in 1859 

leaving his large family 

behind to again work as a 

trader. 

 

Became a millionaire 

supplying the US Army with 

opium during the Civil War.  

Warren Delano II 

 FDRôs maternal grandfather 



Sara Delano  

 FDRôs mother 

While Warren was in Hong 
Kong he wrote to his family 
frequently.   

 

His six year old daughter 
Sara soaked the stamps off 
the envelopes and started a 
stamp collection. 

 

The first stamp catalog 
published in 1861 listed 1080 
postage stamps. 



Sara Delano  

 FDRôs mother 

As Warrenôs wealth grew 
his family joined him in 
Hong Kong.   

 

They continued to live there 
during the Civil War and 
traveled frequently to visit 
other countries.  

  

Sara added to her collection 
during each trip. 



Sara Delano  

 FDRôs mother 

The Delano family returned 
to the States after the war 
and then took a year long 
vacation in Europe.   

 

Sara stayed in Europe until 
1870 to finish her formal 
education.   

 

On her travels throughout 
Europe she added more 
stamps to her collection.  



   Soon the young 

ladyôs attention 

diverted to other 

pastimes and she 

gave the stamp 

collection to her 

younger brother 

Frederick Delano.   

 

Fredrick Delano  

Saraôs brother 



   

    Frederic became a 
serious philatelist and 
was able to add 
considerably to the 
collection including 
covers and many rare 
Chinese stamps on his    
business travels to the 
Far East, Europe, 
South and Central 
America. 

Fredrick Delano  

Saraôs brother 



Sara and James Roosevelt 

Twenty six year old 

Sara became the 

bride of James 

Roosevelt in 1880.  

He was a widower 

twice her age with a 

son the same age 

as Sara.   

Saraôs marriage 

was a happy one 

and on January 30, 

1882 she gave birth 

to a son.  They 

named him Franklin 

Delano.  



    Uncle Frederic was so 

impressed by 10 year old 

Franklinôs interest in 

stamps that he gave the 

entire collection to him in 

1892 for his birthday 

 

Young Franklin  



     

Young Franklin  

The stamp collection that had 

been started by Sara Delano, 

then added to by his Uncle 

Fredrick, had now grown into 

an impressive collection that 

would be the envy of any 

philatelist. 



 

James and Sara Roosevelt 

Franklinôs parents  

 



The Famous Collector 

While running 
for governor of 
New York in 
1928, his 
campaign 
manager James 
Farley, let it be 
known that FDR 
was a stamp 
collector.   



The Famous Collector 

After he was elected governor the public started  

sending him stamps and covers for his collection. 



The Famous Collector 

This poster stamp appeared during 

the election campaign of 1932. 

It has been erroneously attributed 

to the A.P.S. in numerous articles 

and books. 



The Famous Collector 

This editorial comment from the 

August, 1932 issue of The 

American Philatelist caused 

considerable controversy. 

ñAnd so, not as a Wet or Dry, not as 

a Democrat or as a Republican, not 

as a liberal or a conservative, but 

simply as an enthusiast in 

Philately, we bespeak the favorable 

consideration by of all the 

members of the A.P.S. of the 

candidacy of our fellow member, 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt, A.P.S. 

#11590, for the office of President 

of the United States.ò 



The Famous Collector 

Linnôs Weekly Stamp 

News July 9, 1932 



The Famous Collector 

òLET US ALL BOOST ROOSEVELT   

Linnôs Weekly Stamp News is heartily 

behind the candidacy of Franklin D. 

Roosevelt for President of the United 

States.ò 

Linnôs Weekly Stamp 

News July 9, 1932 



The Famous Collector 

The American 

Philatelist 

November 2004 



The Famous Collector 

The American Philatelist 

February 2005 sets the record 

straight  on the issuer of the 

poster stamp. 



The Famous Collector 

George Linn, editor and 

publisher of the four year 

old Linnôs Weekly Stamp 

News, created these poster 

stamps and cachet covers 

during the presidential 

election of 1932 when FDR 

was running against Herbert 

Hoover.   



 

Franklinôs journey to the  

White House 

 


